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1. What is your relation with Havana? And with Habanos world? 
I have a very long history with Cuba. When I was six years old my father who worked with BOAC, now British Airways, was sent to Havana to open up the new route from London to Havana.  We lived in the city from 1957 to 1959.  It was here that I first started learning to play the guitar, so you could say that the seeds of my lifelong love of the guitar were sown in Havana.

Since then, I have returned to play concerts in Havana with my good friend Augusto Enriquez.  The first concert was in 1992 with Augusto’s band, Moncada, together we performed at the Karl Marx theatre and we made Cuba’s first ever live album ‘Manzanera Moncada: Live at the Karl Marx Theatre’.  It’s such a thrill to return to that wonderful theatre to play again with Augusto and the legend that is Cream’s Jack Bruce.

Naturally my father smoked Cuban cigars and that distinct, intoxicating aroma, is incredibly nostalgic.  He would have been delighted that his son is playing at the prestigious Habanos Festival.
2. The Habanos Festival will pay special tribute to Cohiba and Romeo y Julieta brands. Are those  among your favorites?
It was fascinating to learn why many of these world famous classic cigars have such wonderful names: from the books read to the cigar makers. Habanos must have the most ‘bookish’ workforce in the world! 
3. The XIV Habanos Festival takes place within the framework of the 520th Anniversary of tobacco discovery. Consequently, the event will be specially focused on the cultural exchange resulted of the mixture between Spain and Cuba. What is your experience related to the cultures mixture? What do you most appreciate of Cuban rhythms and its influence in the contemporary music?
Cuban music is a unique blend of African rhythms, European classical, and folk music brought over via Spain dating from the 16th century, and jazz. However, the lyrics and melodies of Pablo Milanes and Silvio Rodriguez has taken Cuban music to an even higher  level which has resonance in Spain and all Spanish speaking countries. Obviously the Buena Vista Social Club records and La Vieja Trova Santiaguera had an incredible effect on the appreciation of Cuban music on a global scale since the 1990’s.
4. At the Welcoming Evening you will be in the stage with Augusto Enriquez and Cream´s Jack Bruce in a show called Eclectic-Us. Is it the first time that you play in Cuba? What is your relation with Auguto Enríquez?
I have played in Cuba four times.  I met Moncada at the San Remo festival in Italy in 1990and they invited me to play with them .I first came in 1990, second time 1992, third time 1997.  In 1999 Augusto, his singer wife Yami, and Aldo Lopez-Gavilan played a festival in the UK with me - we recorded the concert and this became the album, 801 Latino.
Jack Bruce is one of the world’s most famous musicians.  His group Cream was and still is revered, they wrote iconic songs, such as ‘White Room’ and ‘Sunshine of Your Love’, which sound as powerful as ever.
5. Which activities of this Habanos Festival edition you do not want to miss?
This is such a unique experience for me that I’m intending to attend as much of the Festival as I can.  During my visit to Cuba last May, I had a fascinating tour of the Cohiba factory, it was a revelation to see the whole process from start to finish.  Augusto came with me and enthralled the workers by singing a couple of his hits – it was very moving to see the joy and love for music that is in the hearts of Cuba’s wonderful people. 
6. Cuba has long been an inspiration for musicians – can you tell us what you think is so inspiring? 

Cuba is a hotbed of music, it is the beating heart of the country and I have had the great pleasure of playing with many of the country’s great musicians.  The level of musicianship in Cuba is pretty staggering.  

It is a country like no other: the people, the stunning architecture, the coast, the countryside…for a musician there is much to inspire creativity.
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